Reopening Northwest Michigan

Governor's Executive Order on Reopening
Antrim County Economy Recovery Plan ~ Antrim Promise
Grand Traverse County Covid-19 Community Update

Note from Ron Owens,
Public Affairs Specialist
Office of Governor Gretchen Whitmer
Last week, we announced the creation of advisory workgroups (led by the
Department of Labor and Economic Opportunity), which will provide input on
Michigan's process to safely re-engage the economy. Workgroups will focus on
mitigation of transmission risk in the workplace, including but not limited to best
practices for workplace safety, PPE requirements, and retraining workers on newly
implemented COVID-19 work requirements.
th

The workgroups announced on May 12 included childcare, hair
salons/barbershops/cosmetology, home service providers, outdoor recreation, and
restaurants/bars. These groups have already started meeting.
This week, we are announcing the following workgroups:
• Amateur Sports (both adult and youth)
• POC – Director Zaneta Adams (AdamsZ@michigan.gov)
• Churches/Community Centers/Community Events
• POC – Bill Hardiman (SadlerP1@michigan.gov)
• Congregate Care Facilities (criminal justice settings, nursing homes, adult
foster care, homeless shelters, etc.)
• POC – Larry Horvath (HorvathL@michigan.gov)
• Financial Institutions
• POC – David Merchant (MerchantD@michigan.gov)
• Health & Wellness:
• Behavioral Health (counselors, substance health disorder, autism,
psychology, etc.)
• POC – Jon Villasurda (VillasurdaJ@michigan.gov)
• Wellness (massage therapy, medical spas, etc.)
• POC – Kim Gaedeke (GaedekeK@michigan.gov)
• Insurance
• POC – Chad Arnold (ArnoldC4@michigan.gov)
• Public Transit
• POC – Jean Ruestman (RuestmanJ@michigan.gov)
• Traditional Office Setting
• POC – Tim Carroll (CarrollT@michigan.gov)
Additional workgroups forthcoming include (feel free to share ideas for future
workgroups):

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Early childhood/home visits
Entertainment (professional sports, concerts, theaters, bowling alleys)
Gyms/Fitness Centers
Libraries
Rideshare/Taxi/Limo
Travel/Tourism/Hospitality
Zoos
If you're interested in being involved in the first round of workgroups, please contact
the above point-of-contact (POC) for the specific workgroup by this Thursday, May
st
21 at 6:00pm. For any other inquiries regarding workgroups/interest in those that
are forthcoming, feel free to reach out to Ron Owens at OwensR4@michigan.gov.
Ron Owens
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Office of Governor Gretchen Whitmer
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