Village of Elk Rapids – Planning Commission
AGENDA
PLANNING COMMISSION REGULAR MEETING TUESDAY, February 26, 2019 AT 10:00 A.M.
HELD AT THE GOVERNMENTAL CENTER, 315 BRIDGE ST. ELK RAPIDS, MICHIGAN
1. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
2. ROLL CALL:
3. MINUTES:
a. Approval of Minutes Regular Planning Commission meeting January 22, 2109.
4. CONFLICT OF INTEREST:
Any Commission member who believes that he or she has a conflict of interest regarding any item on
this agenda, shall so state that conflict at this time. Does any member believe they have a conflict of
interest regarding any item on this agenda?
5. CITIZEN COMMENTS:
Any Citizen who wishes to address the Planning Commission on a matter not listed on this agenda
may speak at this time. The Planning Commission Chair should recognize the citizen before speaking.
A five minute limitation applies unless extended by the Chair. Citizens wishing to speak on matters
listed on the agenda will be permitted, under the same limitations, to speak when the matter is
brought before the Commission. Does any citizen wish to address the Planning Commission on a
matter not listed on this Agenda?
6. PUBLIC HEARINGS:
a. None.
7. OLD BUSINESS:
a. Discussion on draft sign ordinance (draft enclosed)
8. NEW BUSINESS:
a. Great Lakes One Water Project overview (Egan to present – no handout in packet)
9. CORRESPONDENCE:
a. None.
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10. REPORTS:
a. Planning and Zoning Administrator – Elise Crafts
b. Council Representative – B. Mullaly
c. ZBA Representative – L. Dake
d. Green ER – Royce Ragland
11. CALENDER REVIEW:
a. Next Planning Commission Meeting – March 26, 2019 at 10:00 A.M.
12. AGENDA ITEMS FOR NEXT MEETING
a. To be determined.
13. ADJOURNMENT

PUBLIC NOTICE ANNOUNCEMENT VILLAGE OF ELK RAPIDS
NOTICE OF COMPLIANCE WITH THE ADA AT PUBLIC MEETINGS
The Village of Elk Rapids shall provide reasonable auxiliary aids and services, such as signers for the
hearing impaired and individuals with disabilities at meetings/hearings upon five (5) days’ notice to
the Village. Individuals with disabilities requiring auxiliary aids or services should contact the Village
of Elk Rapids by writing or calling the following:
William Cooper, ADA Coordinator 315 Bridge Street, P.O. Box 398, Elk Rapids, MI 49629 (231)-2649274.
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LIMITED ENGLISH PROFICIENCY NOTICE
With seven days advance notice, accommodations can be made for persons with disabilities and/or limited
English speaking ability, and persons needing auxiliary aids of services of interpreters, signers, readers or
large print.
Con siete días de anticipación, el alojamiento se pueden hacer las personas con discapacidad y / o capacidad
limitada de habla Inglés, y las personas que necesitan ayudas auxiliares de servicios de intérpretes, los
firmantes, lectores o en letra grande.

Với bảy ngày thông báo trước, phòng có thể được thực hiện cho người khuyết tật và / hoặc hạn chế khả năng
nói tiếng Anh, và những người cần hỗ trợ các dịch vụ phụ trợ của thông dịch viên, những người ký tên, người
đọc hoặc in lớn.
Nrog xya hnub ua ntej daim ntawv ceeb toom, kev kho kom haum yuav ua rau cov neeg muaj kev tsis taus
thiab / los yog tsis tau lus Askiv hais lus muaj peev xwm, thiab cov neeg hu ua deductible lwm yam kev pab
ntawm cov kev pab cuam ntawm cov neeg txhais lus, signers, txawj nyeem ntawv los yog sau loj loj.
與7天前通知，住宿可以為殘疾人和/或有限的英語口語能力，並需要口譯，簽名，讀者或大型印刷服
務的輔助器材的人的人進行。
 او, ق ارئ ين, مخ ت ص ين ب ل غة ال شارةا, ي م كن ت وف ير م ترجم ين,مع وجود ا ش عار م س بق من س ب عة اي ام
. وهؤال ء الال ذي ن ي ت ك لمون ال ل غة االن ج ل يزي ة ب ط الق ة,حروف ك ب يرة ال حجم ل ذوي االح ت ياجات ال خا صة
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Planning Commission Meeting Minutes - Draft
January 22, 2019
Government Center
Meeting called to order at 10a by Chair Hibbard. Pledge of Allegiance recited.
Roll Call: Present: Chair Hibbard, Ragland, Lancaster, Dake, Mullaly, Okonoski.
Excused: Smith. Also present: Elise Crafts, Zoning Administrator, Kathy Egan,
Planner, Caroline Kennedy, Assistant Manager.
Minutes of November 27, 2018 approved. Motion by Ragland, supported by Dake.
Conflict of Interest: None
Citizen Comments: None
Old Business: None
New Business:
Planning and Zoning Department Roles: Staff provided outline of planning and
zoning duties to illustrate how this department would be shared between two
staff persons. No questions or changes suggested from the Commission.
Priorities Exercise: Commission organized priority topics by impact and effort.
The resulting priority list is as follows (1 is highest priority, 10 is lowest priority,
all are important):
1. Signage
2. Enforcement
3. Housing Development
4. Redevelopment Ready Communities
5. Short-Term Rental
6. Ames St Corridor Redevelopment
7. Stormwater
8. Trail Development/Connectivity
9. Community Participation
10.
Environmental/Wetland
Signage Ordinance: Review draft at February meeting. Commission would like to
see more images in new ordinance, would like to know where the current draft
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came from, and would like to check on local examples including Charlevoix and
Boyne City.
Correspondence: None
Reports: None from staff. Council is working on budget. No report from ZBA.
Green ER has two upcoming events: (1) April 18, 5-7p, Business After Hours at
Blue Heron Gallery and (2) April 20, 9-10:30a, Coffee with Green ER at Hearth.
Meeting adjourned at 11:07a.
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Memo To:
From:
Date:
Re:

Elk Rapids Planning Commission
Kathy Egan, Networks Northwest
Elise Craft, Statecraft
February 22, 2019 Planning Commission Meeting
First draft of sign ordinance

Attached is the first draft of a sign ordinance update for the Village of Elk Rapids.
The need to update the ordinance is a result of a Supreme Court case calling out a situation where
signs were treated differently based on what they said (which is a violation of the Freedom of
Speech) almost every community across the country has had to update their langue to be content
neutral. That is to say that all signs have to be regulated by the same set of standards. You can no
longer look at the sign to determine what kind of sign it is in order to determine how large it can be
or where it can be placed.
We have to train ourselves to stop thinking in terms of political signs, business signs, directional
signs, event signs, for sale signs, construction signs, etc. Instead, we have to think of them all as
signs. This is easier said than done, as you will see as we discuss the draft.
Last month you expressed interest in looking toward Charlevoix and Boyne City as examples
because both of those communities have recently updated their sign ordinance language. I started
with Charlevoix’s current language because both Elise and I are familiar with it. Elise helped to write
the language and I have been using it for the past year. The format is clear, logical and sequential.
The first thing I did was redline your current sign ordinance to strike out anything that was based on
content. I kept everything that was based on location, type (temporary, ground, projecting, wall,
etc.) and lighting. I then went through both your current language and the Charlevoix version line by
line. Most of the basic language was already the same because it is relatively standard across the
board for all municipalities. I made sure that every standard you currently have (that isn’t based on
content) was put into the draft. It may not be where it was, but it is there.
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SIGNS
The purpose of this article is to regulate signs designed to be visible to the public in a manner which
does not restrict the content thereof while:
(1) Recognizing the mass communications needs of both businesses and other parties.
(2) Protecting property values, enhancing the physical appearance of the village, and

preserving neighborhood character.
(3) Creating a more attractive business climate by encouraging compatible designs within

given areas.
(4) Promoting pedestrian and traffic safety by reducing sign distractions, obstructions and

other hazards.
(5) Promoting pleasing community environmental aesthetics.
(6) Discouraging visual competition among businesses.

General Provisions
(1) Prohibited Signs
The following signs shall not be allowed in any zoning district:
a. Signs that are not consistent with the standards of this Zoning Code.
b. Signs that are not clean i.e. are covered with materials that obscure the
message, in whole or in part. Signs that are not in good repair, i.e. having broken
foundation, base or support structures, lighting fixtures, etc., and/or having a
faded appearance.
c. Signs that are structurally unsafe and/or dangerous, i.e. in a state of disrepair
or being designed and/or constructed so as to pose a likely threat of total or
partial collapse.
d. Signs that are not securely affixed to a substantial structure that will hold the
sign in a fixed position under normal weather conditions.
e. Signs that are attached to any natural growth, such as trees, shrubs or other
natural foliage.
f. Signs other than official utility company signs affixed to power utility poles
or other utility structures or fixtures.
g. Signs located so as to interfere with the view necessary for motorists to
proceed safely through intersections or to enter onto or exit from public streets
or private roads.
h. Signs which appear to attempt to regulate, warn, or direct the movement of
traffic on public thoroughfares or which interface with or resemble any official
7
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traffic sign, signal, or device.
i. Signs, except those established, maintained or approved by municipal,
county, state, or federal governments, located in, projecting into, or
overhead within a public right-of-way or dedicated public easement.
j. External neon signs other than in the GC, CBD, or CH Districts.
k. All types of pennants, streamers and airborne devices attached to the ground or
buildings, excepting those banners and flags approved under Section _____,
below.
l. Ground signs in excess of 10 feet in height with the exception of Billboards as
defined in Section _____, Footnote, below.
m. Roof signs.
n. Revolving, moving, flashing, or signs containing an electronic sign face other than
allowed by Section _____
(2) Signs Authorized Without a Sign Permit
The following signs are authorized in any district without a Sign Permit and are not
included towards the maximum number of signs allowed on a parcel, but shall
conform to the applicable requirements of this chapter and the applicable building
codes.
a. Signs posted on private property less than or equal to six (6) square foot in sign
face area. [[[ Discuss this impact of unlimited signs of this size. Taken from
current language SIGNS EXCLUDED FROM SIGN PERMIT Item #1 – and removing
content provisions. ]]]]
b. Signs erected by, on behalf of a governmental body for purposes of protecting
the public health, safety, and welfare.
c. Official signs erected by public utilities.
d. Flags or insignia.
e. Any sign located wholly within a building and not visible from outside the building.
f. Public signs or signs sanctioned by a public body on public land are not subject
to this chapter.
(3) Permit Required for Signs
a. Except as otherwise provided in this chapter, no sign may be constructed,
erected, moved, enlarged, illuminated or otherwise altered unless a sign permit
has been issued in accordance with the provisions of this chapter. Repainting or
changing the message of a sign is not in and of itself considered an alteration.
b. Application for a sign permit shall be submitted to the zoning administrator
on appropriate forms supplied by the village. Said application shall contain
the following information:
i. Name, address, and telephone number of the applicant.
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ii. Written permission of property owner on whose property the sign will

be located (if the applicant is not the property owner).
iii. Type of sign as defined by this chapter.
iv. Scaled drawing showing sign size, height, type of support (if applicable),
zoning district in which the sign will be located, location of sign on
property including front and side yard setback distances and any other
information required herein.
v. Street address of the property upon which the sign will be located.
vi. The name of the sign contractor, who shall erect the sign and/or
sign structure.
c. No permit shall be issued for the erection of any sign or signs until such sign(s)
have been reviewed and approved by the zoning administrator and without
first having paid a permit fee as established by the village council.
d. Any person aggrieved by a decision of the zoning administrator may appeal
that decision to the zoning board of appeals.
(4) Signs in Public Rights-of-Way [[[ Language from Chx ]]]
All signs in the US 31 Highway Rights of Way are jointly regulated by the Village of Elk
Rapids and Michigan Department of Transportation (MDOT) at locations approved by
and installed in accord with the State of Michigan TODS program.
(5) Unsafe Signs [[[ Language from Chx ]]]
a. No person, corporation, business organization or other legal entity shall own
or maintain any sign or advertising device that is structurally unsafe. For
purposes of this section, the term “structurally unsafe” shall mean being in a
state of disrepair or being designed and/or constructed so as to pose a likely
threat of a total or partial collapse.
b. The zoning administrator and/or other officials designated by the zoning
administrator shall have the right to inspect signs and advertising devices to
determine whether they are structurally unsafe. The zoning administrator
and/or other officials designated by the zoning administrator may exercise this
right of inspection by consent of the owner of the sign or advertising device
and the owner of the property on which the sign or advertising device is
located or by administrative search warrant.
c. If the zoning administrator finds that a sign or advertising device is structurally
unsafe, he or she shall serve on the owner of the sign or advertising device and
the owner of the property on which the sign or advertising device is located a
written notice, which specifies all of the following:
i. The location of the sign or advertising device that is
structurally unsafe.
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ii. The nature of the unsafe condition.
iii. The date, no less than twenty (20) days after the written notice was

iv.

v.

vi.

vii.

served, before which the owner of the sign or advertising device or
the owner of the property on which the sign or advertising device is
located shall remedy the unsafe condition.
A statement that if the owner of the sign or advertising device or
the owner of the property on which the sign or advertising device is
located fails to remedy the unsafe condition within the time
specified in the written notice, the city may enter onto the property
to remedy the unsafe condition and charge the costs of such action,
including reasonable attorney fees, to the owner of the sign or
advertising device and/or the owner of the property on which the
sign or advertising device is located.
A statement that the owner of the sign or advertising device and the
owner of the property on which the sign or advertising device is
located has the right before the expiration of the deadline contained
in the written notice to request a hearing before the city council
regarding whether the sign or advertising device is structurally
unsafe.
The service required by this subsection shall be personal service or
service by certified mail, restricted delivery, return receipt requested.
For purposes of this section, the phrase “remedy the unsafe
condition” shall mean repairing the sign or advertising device so that
it does not pose a serious threat of a total or partial collapse or
removing the sign or advertising device from the property.
If the owner of the sign or advertising device or the owner of the
property on which the sign or advertising device is located requests a
hearing before the city council as provided in this section, the city
shall take no action to remedy the unsafe condition until, after notice
and hearing, the city council finds that the sign or advertising device
is structurally unsafe. A notice of the time, date and place of the
hearing before the city council shall be served on the owner of the
sign or advertising device and on the owner of the property on which
the sign or advertising device is located no less than fourteen (14)
days before the scheduled hearing. The service of this notice may be
made by first class mail. The owner of the sign or advertising device
or the owner of the property on which the sign or advertising device
is located may appeal an adverse decision by city council to the circuit
court as provided by law.
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viii. In exercising its right under this section to remedy the unsafe

condition, either with or without a hearing before the city council,
the city shall remove the sign or advertising device from the
property if the unsafe sign is in imminent danger of collapse causing
injury or damage to persons or property. The costs of remedying
and/or removing the unsafe condition shall be collected by the city
from the owner of the sign or advertising device or the owner of the
property on which the sign or advertising device is located.
(6) Nonconforming Signs
a. Subject to the remaining restrictions of this Section, nonconforming signs
that were otherwise lawful on the effective date of this chapter may be
continued, repaired and maintained as is necessary to keep in a sound
condition.
b. No person may engage in any activity that causes an increase in the extent of
nonconformity of a nonconforming sign. In addition, no person may add
illumination.
c. A nonconforming sign may not be moved or replaced except to bring the sign
into greater conformity with this chapter.
d. If a nonconforming sign is destroyed to the extent it is impractical to be
restored using a majority of its existing major components, it may not
thereafter be repaired, reconstructed or replaced except in conformity with all
the provisions of this chapter, and the remnants of the former sign structure
shall be cleared from the land.
e. The message of a nonconforming sign may not be changed so long as this does
not create any new non-conformity.
f. Subject to the other provisions of this section, nonconforming signs may be
maintained. For the purpose of this section, the re-facing of a nonconforming
sign with a new, single or multiple, composite material panel(s), shall not be
considered “maintenance” or “repair”, but rather shall be considered a new
sign requiring the nonconforming sign be brought into compliance with this
Code.
Sign Standards for All Signs
(1) Number and Placement Requirements
a. A number of small signs with organized elements or cohesive design may be

construed as a single sign. Where graphic material is displayed in a random
manner without an organized relationship of elements, each element may
be considered a single sign.
b. No sign may extend above any parapet or be placed upon any roof surface,
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except that for purposes of this chapter, roof surfaces constructed at an angle
of seventy-five (75) degrees or more from horizontal shall be regarded as wall
space. [[[ Language from Chx ]]]
(2) Computation of Sign Face Area
a. The sign face area of a sign shall be computed by including the entire area within

a single, continuous perimeter of a circle, triangle, rectangle or parallelogram
enclosing the extreme limits of the writing, representation, emblem or other
display, together with any material or color forming an integral part of the
background of the display or used to differentiate the sign from the backdrop or
structure against which it is placed, but not including any supporting framework
or bracing that is clearly incidental to the display itself.
b. If the sign consists of more than one (1) section or module, all of the area,
including that between sections or modules, shall be included in the
computation of the sign face area.
c. Subject to the provisions of Section _____ the sign face area of two-sided, multi-

sided or three-dimensional signs shall be computed by including the total of all
sides designed to attract attention or communicate information.
(3) Sign Height
a. The height of a sign shall be measured vertically from the ground level to the

top of the sign, unless otherwise specified. [[[ Language from Chx ]]]
(4) Illumination and Lighting [[[ Language from Chx ]]]
a. For the safety of the general public, no unshielded lights, or lights directed upward

b.
c.

d.
e.
f.

or horizontally at sign faces, flashing lights, scrolling or moving electronic lights, or
other distractive devices may be used in conjunction with any sign or business.
Each sign, which is artificially illuminated, shall have the light source shielded from
the direct vision of individuals using adjacent roadways, properties, or sidewalks.
Signs shall not emit light directly into the sky. The light source shall not be
positioned so that the center of the light source exceeds more than 45 degrees
from ground level.
Illumination by bare bulbs or flames is prohibited.
Underground wiring shall be required for all illuminated signs that are not attached
to a building.
External neon signs no larger than two square feet in sign face area are allowed in
the GC (General Commercial), CBD (Central Business District) and CH (Commercial
Hospitality) Zoning Districts only.

(5) Sign Materials [[[ Language from Chx ]]]
a. Signs shall be constructed of durable materials.
b. Natural or natural-like materials are encouraged. Earth tone colors are to

be encouraged.
12

Village of Elk Rapids – Planning Commission
c. It is recommended that the sign be constructed of materials compatible with

the existing structure.
5.100. Sign Standards for Specific Signs
(1) Ground Signs
a. No part of a ground sign may exceed a height of ten (10) feet, measured
from ground level.
b. No part of a ground sign may be closer than ten (10) feet to the right-of-way line.
(2) Two-sided Signs
a. A two-sided or multi-sided sign shall be regarded as one (1) sign so long as the
interior angle of a “V” type sign does not exceed thirty (30) degrees and the
two
(2) side are at no point separated by a distance that exceeds five (5) feet; and
the distance between the backs of each face of a double-faced (back-to-back)
sign does not exceed three (3) feet.
(3) Wall Signs
a. No wall sign attached to a building may project more than twelve (12) inches
from the building wall. In those instances where a wall sign is affixed to the
wall of the structure which lies on a right-of-way line, the bottom of the wall
sign may be no closer than eight (8) feet from the ground. In all other
instances, see Section ____ for height requirements.
(4) Projecting Signs [[[ b and c are new language, from CHX ]]]
a. Projecting signs located above a public right-of-way shall be located at least eight
(8) feet from ground level, measured vertically from ground level to the bottom
of the sign.
b. Projecting signs located above an alley shall be located at least sixteen (16) feet
above ground level, measured vertically from ground level to the bottom of the
sign.
c. No part of a projecting sign may extend more than eight (8) feet over
private property or a public right-of-way.
(5) Awning, Canopy, Marquee Signs [[[b,c,d are copied exactly from current ER ordinance
]]]
a. Except for awning, canopy, and marquee signs hanging entirely over private
property, no part of an awning sign may be closer than eight (8) feet from
ground level.
b. Total sign face area of all of signage attached to a single wall surface will not
exceed 10% of the wall surface to which they are attached.
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c. Marquee sign shall not exceed 20% of wall area to which it is attached as
determined by the front elevation of the marquee sign projected against the
wall.
d. Awning sign shall not exceed 7% of the area of the awning projected against the
wall to which the awning is attached as seen in the front elevation.
(6) Temporary Banner Signs [[[this is specific to Chx and how they handled special event
banner signs in the community. ER can consider something similar ]]]
a. Temporary banners in conjunction with a one-time event are only allowed in two
(2) specific locations within the city, adjacent to the city golf course and near the intersection of
M-66 and US-31. Temporary banners require a sign permit. Temporary banners may be erected
not more than two (2) weeks before the event and must be removed within two (2) days after
the event.
(7) Flags [[[ Language from Chx ]]]
a. Flags shall be a maximum of fifteen (15) square feet and shall be located so
as to not interfere with pedestrian activity.
(8) Sandwich Board Signs [[[ Language from Chx ]]]
a. Shall be not more than forty-eight (48) inches in height and thirty (30) inches
in width, and cannot exceed six (6) square feet in sign face area;
b. Shall be located on private property;
c. Shall not block pedestrian access;
d. Shall be constructed of durable materials and be clearly portable in terms of
size, weight and placement; and
e. Shall only be displayed between the hours of 7:00 a.m. and 12:00 a.m.
f. Shall not utilize changeable lettering for their messaging.
Sign Standards for Specific Land Use
(1) Automobile Gasoline Service Stations [[[ used ER language and added some from Chx ]]]
a. In addition to the signs allowed by Section _____, automobile gasoline service
stations, including any business selling gasoline, may display two (2) other signs
with a sign face area not to exceed fifteen (15) square feet. For purposes of this
subsection, the sign may be an electronic sign face. Signs on pump canopies may
be considered secondary to a station’s primary sign should the primary sign, for
example be a ground sign. See Section ____ for all dimensional requirements.
b. On-premise signs displayed over individual entrances or service bays shall be
permitted. Not more than one (1) such sign per bay shall be permitted and
each sign shall not exceed four (4) square feet in total sign face area. See
14
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Section
____ for all dimensional requirements.
(2) Major Home Occupations [[[ does ER want this? ]]]
a. Major home occupations may have one (1) wall sign no larger than four
(4) square feet. See Section 5.105 for all dimensional requirements.
(3) Multi-tenant Business Center [[[ Language from Chx ]]]
a. Notwithstanding the requirements of Section _____ In the case of a shopping
center or other integrated group of stores or commercial buildings, one (1)
ground sign may be erected per street frontage. The maximum area for such a
sign face shall be equal to twenty (20) square feet one of sign face area for each
business, or sixty (60) square feet, whichever is less. See Section 5.105 for all
dimensional requirements.
Schedule of Regulations for Specific Land Use
[[[ Insert Elk Rapids tables here ]]]
[[[ Chx sample language format for different districts and charts are here as an example to
consider. The Chx ordinance lists Signs Not Requiring a Permit and Signs Requiring a permit for
each district (with max sizes) ]]]
The following signs are authorized in the R1 (Residential Low Density), R2 (Residential Medium
Density), R2A (Residential Medium Density – Multi Family), R4 (Residential Planned High
Density), PC (Residential Private Clubs), and SR (Scenic Reserve) zoning districts. See Section
5.115 for all dimensional requirements.
(1) Signs Not Requiring a Sign Permit. Subject to any other applicable requirements and
permits, the following signs are authorized without a sign permit:
a. Signs authorized by Section 5.101(2).
b. Temporary signs less than or equal to eight (8) square feet in sign face area.
Such signs shall be removed within seven (7) days after the activity referenced
has concluded.
(2) Signs Requiring a Sign Permit. Subject to any other applicable requirements and
permits, the following signs are authorized after issuance of a sign permit:
a. Temporary signs greater than eight (8) square feet in sign face area but not to
exceed thirty-six (36) square feet and less than eight (8) feet in height. Such
signs shall be removed within seven (7) days after activity referenced has
concluded.
b. Ground sign.
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5.115 Schedule of Regulations

Table 5.115 Schedule of Regulations by Zoning District

Zoning
District

Sign Type

Max
Sign
Face
Area

Max
Height

Max.
Number

Location

Permit Required?

R1, R2,
R2A, R4,
PC, SR

Temporary

Max
36 sf

Max 8 ft

1/public
frontage

Min set back
4 ft from
ROW

No – if sign face
area less
than/equal to 8
sf

Ground

Max
16 sf

1/public
Max 16 ft frontage

Min set back
4 ft from
ROW

Yes

Temporary

Max36
sf

1/public
frontage

Min set back
4 ft from
ROW
First floor
of building
Min set back
4 ft from
ROW
Shall not be
located in
ROW

No – if sign
face area less
than/equal to 16 sf

Location

Permit Required?

Min set back
4 ft from

No – if sign face
area less
than/equal to 8
sf

PUD

Zoning

Max 8 ft

Ground

Max
30 sf
Max16
sf

Projecting

Max16
sf

Min 8 ft 1/public
Max 12 ft frontage

Sign Type

Max

Max

Max.

Sign
Face
Are
a

Height

Number

Max 8 ft

1/public
frontage

Wall

District

Temporary

Max
36 sf

Max 8 ft

1/parcel
1/public
Max 16 ft frontage

16

Yes
Yes
Yes
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ROW

GC

CM

Wall
Awning,
Canopy,
Marque
e

Max
30 sf
Max
16 sf

Ground

Max
20 sf

Projecting

Max
16 sf

Externa
l Neon

Max
2 sf

Temporary
Portable
Awning,
Canopy,
Marquee

First floor
1/parcel
of building
1/awning,
or Shall not be
Max 8 ft canopy,
located in
marquee
ROW
1/public
Min set back
Max 16 ft frontage
4 ft from
ROW
Min 8 ft
Shall not be
Max 12 ft 1/parcel
located in
ROW
Max 8 ft

Max 8 ft

1/business n/a

Max
36 sf

Max 8 ft

1/public
frontage

Max
6 sf

Max 4 ft

Max
16 sf

Ground

Max
16 sf

Projecting

Max
16 sf

Min set back
4 ft from
ROW

1/business No
1/awning,
or Shall not be
Max 8 ft canopy,
located in
marquee
ROW
1/public
Min set back
Max 16 ft frontage
4 ft from
ROW
Min 8 ft
Shall not be
Max 12 ft 1/parcel
located in
ROW
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Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
No
No – if sign face
area less
than/equal to 16
sf

Yes
Yes
Yes
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5.116 Severability and Substitution Clause
If any part, section, subsection, paragraph, subparagraph, sentence, phrase, clause,
term, or word in this code is declared invalid or unconstitutional, such invalidity shall
not affect the validity or enforceability of the remaining portions of the code.
Definitions [[[Need to be reviewed]]]
SIGN. A structure, including its base, foundation and erection supports upon which is
displayed any words, letters, figures, emblems, symbols, designs or trademarks by which
any message or image is afforded public visibility from outdoors on behalf of, or for the
benefit of, any product, place, activity, individual, firm, corporation, institution,
profession, association, business or organization. (See below for detailed definitions.)
(a) SIGN, AIRBORNE DEVICES. A sign supported by aerodynamic forces or propelled
through the air by force including, but not limited to, air filled balloons, signs animated
by forced air and lighter than air signs.
(b) SIGN, AWNING. A sign painted, printed, attached flat against or integrated within the
surface of an awning.
(c) SIGN, BANNER. A sign made of a non-rigid material; however, not including pennants or
flags.
(d) SIGN, BILLBOARD-HIGHWAY ADVERTISING. An off-premises sign owned by a person,
corporation or other legal entity that engages in the business of utilizing and/or selling
the space on that sign.
(e) SIGN, BUSINESS CENTER. An on-premises sign which identifies or gives directions to a
business complex or group of contiguous stores which may contain the names of the
individual stores, businesses, institutions, or other organizations located within the
complex or group.
(f) SIGN, CANOPY. A sign affixed, applied to or part of a canopy.
(g) SIGN, ELECTRONIC SIGN FACE. The portion of a sign face capable of changing its
message or image electronically.
(h) SIGN, FLAG. A sign made of non-rigid material having a distinctive size, color and design
used as a symbol or emblem.
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(j) SIGN, GROUND. A sign supported by one or more uprights, poles, braces or some other
structure, placed in the ground surface and not attached to any building.
(k) SIGN, ILLUMINATED. A sign that includes artificial light by either emission, reflection or
refraction.
(l) SIGN, INTERNALLY LIGHTED. A sign having an internal lighting source which allows light
to be visible through the sign face.
(m) SIGN, MARQUEE. Any sign attached to or supported by a marquee.
(n) SIGN, OFF-PREMISES. A sign which contains a message regarding a land use, service or
activity provided on property other than the premises where such sign is located.
(o) SIGN, ON-PREMISES. A sign which contains a message regarding a land use, service or
activity provided on the property where such sign is located.
(p) SIGN, PORTABLE. A freestanding sign, often with a changeable message, that is not
permanently anchored or secured to either a building or the ground.
(q) SIGN, PROJECTING. A sign which is affixed to any building or structure other than a
marquee or canopy and projects in such a way that the sign face is not parallel to the
wall to which it is attached.
(r) SIGN, ROOF. Any sign or part of a sign which is erected on, or as a part of, the roof of a
building.
(s) SIGN, TEMPORARY. A sign, often with a non-changeable message, with or without a
structural frame, intended for a limited period of display.
(t) SIGN, WALL. A sign which is attached directly to, or painted upon, a building wall, the
exposed face of which is essentially in a plane parallel to the building wall or structure.
(u) SIGN, WINDOW. A sign, picture, symbol or combination thereof that is placed on the
interior of a window pane or glass with the intent to be visible from the outdoors.
SIGN FACE. The portion of a sign excluding its base, foundation and erection supports.
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