
Enforcement at Recycling Center Begins Labor Day Weekend 

The Recycling Center is for the recycling of DAILY household items. 

Acceptable items are listed on the side of each bin.  

It is not acceptable to leave large items next to or behind the bins. 

You will be fined for littering ($500) if you leave items outside the bins. 

The fact that items are left behind bins, indicates that people already know they shouldn’t be leaving it 

there. Don’t rationalize that these items are left for junk collectors. The village is not seeking to attract 

this activity (and yet we have). 

Wishful thinking will not make that odd item you wish to dispose of a recyclable item. Broken vacuum? 

Nope. Plastic patio chairs – Adirondack style or otherwise – no. Wooden pallets, vinyl fences, cans of 

paint and other construction materials, broken furniture and household organizers—no. We’ve seen all 

these, along with our least favorites--the 1960’s salon hair dryer with attached seating and an entire 

chain link fence rolled up and hidden in the dumpster. 

The openings in the bin sides are your guide as to what should fit in the dumpster--daily household 

items. The lids on the top are so the county can efficiently remove these articles. 

Spring Clean-Up and Super-Recycling Day handle odd items and both are free services. You can even get 

rid of a paddle boat this way. Seriously. Hazardous waste recycling is offered the same day as Super-

Recycling and this is also a free service, with a few exceptions. It will most certainly cost less than a 

littering fine and you won’t feel bad about it. 

If in doubt, call Antrim County Recycling (231-533-3355) or American Waste (231-943-8088) to be 

advised of how best to take care of these items. 

Let’s return the recycling center to its intended use. Thank you for keeping the Village of Elk Rapids 

clean! 

 

 

 


